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s v. ver. 1, 2. 
T bi Sang Deborah, and Barak 
the Hon of - Abinoam, on that 
Day, ſaying, 
Praiſe ye the Lord for the avenging 
of Iſrael, when the People wil- 
Lug; offered themſelves. | 
S in Times of Publick Calamity ind 
Dangers, Men almoſt naturally recur 
to Faſting and Prayers; ſo, not only 
the People and Worſhipers of the 
True GoD, but the very Heathen alſo, have 
udged it reaſonable, to Commemorate Publick 
Bleſſings and Deliverances, by Solemn and Pub- 
ick Thaukſgtvings. . 
Here we have a truly Religious One, of great 
Antiquity ; and the Holy Scriptures take notice 
of Two yet of greater, Inſtituted by Mo/es. ca. x 
And this here was appointed as thoſe were, to be 
lernt and ſung Publickly by the Children of 
Wael, that it might be a ſtanding Monument of o | 
. 7 | A God 8. | j 


te 


| [2 ] | 
God's miraculous and moſt merciful Dealing par 
towards them, in Confounding their moſt Po- Ba; 
tent Enemies, amongſt the Generations to come: ¶ Occ 
that they might learn never to forget God their hig] 


Saviour, who had done ſuch wonderful and tho! 
mighty things for them. | mag 
2. The great Duty of ſuch Solemn Meetings, MW argr 
namely to Praiſe and Magnify GoD, and how WW Succ 
moſt acceptably this may be performed, is what WM the 
I ſhall chiefly infiſt upon; but yet there are WM a, 
Two Things in this Hiſtory very proper to be WW and 
taken notice of, before we come to that. Such Wl Cap! 
as are, Sh 
I. The Perſon, who Inſtituted this Thanks: — 
giving. 185 : = 
II. The Reaſon of its Inſtitution. , Son 
The Perſon, who Inſtituted it, was Deborab. WF it ma 
The Reaſon of its Inſtitution was Twofold; WM {ervec 
For the Avenging of Iſrael, and the People i br Re 
willingly offering themſelves. are uſ 


Deborah at this Time Judged, and Governed the R 
Iſrael; a Woman of extraordinary Piety, and think 
Endowments. A Woman of Lights , tiled dy and G. 
ſome, who had intimate Communion with %% be in 
Father of them, as appears by the 47% Ver Perſon 
of the foregoing Chapter. She it was, who not | 
only, as became her Poſt as Governour and Judge 
of Iſrael; commanded this Thankſgiving ; bY 
alſo aſſiſted at, and made a great and illuſtrion 

P 


(3) 

part of the Solemnity Her-ſelf. She calls in 
Barak, before Others, to attend on this great 
Occaſion; to ſhew us, that thoſe that are in the 
higheſt Station, in Church and Common-wealth, 
ſhould be the moſt forward, of all Others, to 
magnify Go, for his Mercies fo Both. It had 
argued great Indifference, if after ſuch fignal 
Succeſs, by an Handful of Men comparatively, 
the Judge and Governour of J/rae/ had not 
awoke, to have utter d a Song of Thankſgiving, 
and the Sen of Abinoam, % lead his Captivity 
Captive. 

She therefore, that Her great Example might 
influence the reſt of //rae/, by an elegant F1gure, 
raiſes up Her-ſelf firſt, to this great Duty. 
Awake, awake Deborah : awake, awake, utter vw i: 
a Song ; Or, if the Figure be not to be admitted, 
it may, for Her Glory and Honour, ſtill be ob- 
ſerved, that thoſe that have the trueſt Regards 
brReligion, the beſt Saints and Seryants of GoD, 
are uſually apt to think themſelves too cold, in 
ill the Returns of their Gratitude for his Mercies, 
maß think they can never enough celebrate His Great 
by end Glorious Name. Poſſibly both theſe might 


the in the Thoughts of this moſt Excellent 
rſe terſon, | 
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dg II. The Reaſon of the Inſtitution of this 


DU 2 Thankſgiving comes next to be conſider d: 
ou it 15, 


ar i 413 Fir F, 
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Fir, For the Avenging of Iſrael. Praiſe em,. 
the Lord for the avenging of Iſrael. eir $ 
N not If He ſi 
Iſrael had, for many Years together, enjoyed IM Can; 
very happy and peaceful Days; but, as Proſpe- Wuring 
rity and uninterrupted Quiet, are apt to make er; 
Men wax fat, like Jeſburun, and ſo kick again} mer 
God ; ſo this People began to forget God their Wd don 
Strength, and /7ghtly ęſleemed the Rock of their Ws Capi 
Salvation. | ! alice 
They had contracted too great a Familiarity {Wiiare: 
with the Neighbouring Nations, and Worſhiped Ning C 
the Gods of the Heathen. The Lord of Hof: his t 
is too jealous of his Honour, to let Idolatry go WW Spac 
unpuniſhed ; and therefore the Learned amongſt ¶ table 
the eus have thought, that, in every Publick , 
Calamity of their Nation, ſomething of the Deſola 
Golden Calves might be read. They were very ber C 
apt to run after ſtrange, or other Gods ; and the rt proj 
Almighty as conſtantly gave them great Trouble, Wt look 
as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks,upon theſe Occaſions. What We", as 
now ſhould the Holy One of Iſrael do under ſuch. 
Proyocations? Should he utterly root them out, ¶¶ Hera, 


that hey might be no more a People, and that'clente 
the Name of Iſrael might be no more in remenW" Hu! 
brance? No, this He would not do, as an In Uſage 
dulgent Father. Should He then let them goWiliar 8 
on, and purſue their own Inventions? Thi" fays ; 
would be, to be indulgent to their utter Ruin tes the 
He therefore takes the middle way to _  Thirt 
„ hal 


ES 


eir Strength into the Enemies Hand. ; | 
He ſells them into the Hands of Jabin King 
Canaan , that Reigned in Hazor ; a Neigh- 
uring Tyrant, of very great and formidable 
wer; One, that could not eaſily forget, what a 
mer Leader of this People, I mean Jo/bua, 
done to a Predeceſſor of his, in deſtroying 


lice to his Power, mightily to Oppreſo the 
dren of Iſrael, as tis in Verſ. 3. of the pre, 
ling Chapter. | 

This the Sacred Story there tells us he did for 
eSpace of Twenty Years. A long and uncom- 


ded, they ceaſed in Iſrael: Great Marks 
Deſolation, until Deborah aroſe, the Guardian 


it lookt upon Her People as Her own Chil- 


n as the beſt Governours ſhould, and uſe 
0. 


reſented to have come againſt //rae/ with 


WW Cage of the Country: Nine Hundred of a 
ular Sort, but in the whole Three Thou- 
b, fays the Jeavi/b Hiſtorian ; and His Army, 
ines them, confiſted of Ten Thouſand Horſe, 
ie Thirty Thouſand. Foot. Barak, on the 


other 


em, to deliver their Beauty into Captivity, and 


Capital of Hagor, and therefore wanted not ic 


table Time! The Inhabitants of the Villages u, 


her Country, the Mother in Iſrael, as the 
it properly calls Her, not a Tyrant, but One 


Hera, who Commanded this Tyrant's Hoſt; is 


it Hundred Chariots of Iron, according to 
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other hand, who Commanded under Debora 
comes down from Mount Tabor, with bare 

, Ten Thotſand men after him. A very ſn 
Number comparatively. Yet, what is it to 
Lord, whether he ſave by many, or by few? 7 
Reſult is, Sera is diſcompited by the Lord 
his Chariots, and all his Ho$ fall by the Ear 
+. the Sword, before Barak, to that Degree, t [ac 
„% not One of them was left. 
"Tis eaſy to imagin, what great Conſterihen H. 

tion, and Diſappointments the Court of Does ot 
muſt be under, upon this Defeat, and what Ct pple // 
fuſion at Harg/heth of the Gentiles, where Wrai/c 
Captain of his Hoſt lived. There, we read, 
nothing but Expectation of Booty; nor col 1// 
the Mother of Sſera conceive, what ſhould 
tard the Wheels of her Son's Chariot, why 
ſhould be ſo long in coming, but what was off 
-.:8.29. to Her, by Her wiſe Ladies, as well as image, w. 
by Her. ſelſ, that they only ſtay'd to divide I Exec 
Spoils of the Field: but that, by the Provide Neig] 

of Gop, was Jfraels Buſineſs. The Wi 
Heber had put an effectual Stop to Sſeras e, 
turn, for which the Mother in Iſrael pronouſ c 70 
Her, Bleſſed above Women. | 
Thus periſhed Jabin, on that Day, in his! 

tunes and Hope, S/era in his Perſon, and ti", can + 

alſo at the Brook of Kiſhon, and became as 
Dung of the Earth, ſays the Pſalmiſt, not utures 

the account of the Profit and Uſefulneſs oſs , J. 


t of 
hind 
rd, ; 
Hun 
des t 


t of the ill Scent, and Savour that they left 
hind them. Even ſo let all thine Enemies, O 

rd, peri/b , hut let them that love thee, be as 
Hun when he goeth Forth in his Might, con- Y 
des this Song of Thankſgiving. 
Was not then this Great (this, Humanly 
aking, Impoſſible) Succeſs of the Children 
[/rae{, a very weighty Reaſon to Inſtitute a 
emn 7 hankſgiving to Almighty Go p upon; 
n He was thus pleaſed to Defeat the proud 
es of the King of Canaan, and to Avenge his 
pple //rae/ upon their moſt mortal Foe ? 

Praiſe the Lord therefore, for the avenging of 
el, Praiſe the LLoRD alſo, for the People 
t willingly offered themſelves; which is, 

Il, The Second Part of the Reaſon for Inſti- 
ng this Thankſgiving. 

or want of this Zeal, to ſerve the common 
le, we find the Angel of the Lor D denounc- 


de WM Execrations upon a great City, that lay in 
ide Neighbourhood of the Battle. Cur/e ve 
Mn, (/aid the Angel of the Lord) Curſe ye bit- 
45e /nhabitants thereof, becauſe they came 


mt to the help of the Lord, to the help of the- 
9 againſt the Mighty. 
0 the help of the Lord, ſays that Text. 
can the LO want Help at all? Can the 
ghty ſtand in need of Aſſiſtance from His 
pt viſtures ? Or, He that made all things, by the 
sog of bis power, be Succour'd by the Arn. 
leſh | | Tis 
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=” 15 We He cannot; bor His aue Who ra 
His People may. So in the Goſpel: TWar Will 
 Sungry, lays Our Lord, and ye gave me no na erva 
- He does not mean it there, of His on Peril“ 
but of his poor and indigent Seryants, as He ear 
plains Himſelf upon the place. So then; Ash 
ang the LorD's People, and Aſſerting Magn 
Tons Cauſe, may be properly ee nei 
Helping the Lord. bose 
And to this, Heartineſs and Zeal are as rd 
Required, as they are Uſeful. Zebulun er. ſe 
Naphtali we find Commended upon thin. 
count. . They were a People, . that feu bene 
20-18 heir lives unto death, in the hig hb paces le 
field. that is, they followed Barak from MI nec 
Tabor, from whence they beheld; the formidghPointm 
Army of ſera ; but were not ſo diſcoui ee. 
thereat, as to araw back” in this Los of Worm 
e TEES e One 
I Thereſt of the Tribes, v we 1 decline le grea 
Service, and are thereupon tacitly reprehenh-02D | 
s, by the Spirit of Gor. Yhy abodes thou ame mo 
the Sheep-folds, to hear the bleatings fi" due 
og ? was Renben's Rebuke. Gilead ab and 
Ui. vod Jordan, and Dan ſecured *themPets be e, no 
. Ships. Aſher continued on the Saiſbore, ey ma 
whode in his Breathes; or Decayed places. lities,) 
The Truth is; Such hazardous Under tag not c 
are of themſelves the moſt uninyiting thus grea 
THe World; and ER, when GoD is pl nens 0 


I. 
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R a 
Mt raiſe up ſuch Heroick and Brave Spirits, that 
in decline no Hardſhips or Danger, for the Pre- 

ration and Honour of their Country, who 

vill Villingiy and Cheerfully Expoſe all that is 

Dear to em, for the Aſſerting its Liberties and 

Mizhts : as we can never enough Praiſe and 

Magnify His Great Name upon this account ; 

neither can the Country and Government, in 

jhoſe Cauſe they have been thus employ d, Re- 

ard their Services too much. So Deborah 

er · ſelf ſeems to think. My heart, ſays She, zs ..;,, 

ward the Governours of the People, that offer 'd 

bemſelves Willingly among the People: Bleſs 

the Lord. 2-92] | 

[need not ſay, by whoſe Command and Ap- 

ointment, and upon what Occaſion we are met 

ue. Every Body Knows the Steady and U- 

Worm Piety of the Perſon , who has enjoin d 

e One, and no Body can rationally queſtion , 

i great weight and moment of the Other. The 

0RD hath aten away our reproach, we there- 

re moſt certainly ought to give Him the Ho- 

ur due to His Name. The LoRD hath Bleſſed 

and our Friends, with Succeſs on every 

&, not indeed adequate to our Wiſhes ( for 

„ey may be boundleſs, and extend to Impoſſi- 

«MW tics,) but far ſurpaſſing our Hopes. The Lo 

tals not only given us Victory in the Battle, but 
oF greatly Weaken'd our Enemies in their 

news of future War. Tis the LoRD that 
0b. : B holds 


| : v [ 10 ] 
holds the Ballance: Tis He that has made: aj 


riouſ 

Things in Number, Weight and Meaſure, wholllttle 
alone can, and does Reſtrain the exorbitanfit laf 
Ambition of Princes. Tis the Lord aloneMyhen 
who can ſay. unto the Sea, Hitberto ſbalt th Th 
53811. come, but no farther, and here ſhall thy prouWity b 
waves be /tayed. Tis He, I ſay, that ſets Bound embl. 
to Kingdoms, and puts an effectual Stop to ti ur Bi 
Attempts for Univerſal Monarchy. Clouds au lem 
Darknefs are about his Throne, indeed; that is MWlomp: 
We can't enter into all the Reaſons of His Dig, a: 


penſations; as for Example, Why Tyrants ccaſic 


Oppreſſours, the Tabernacles of Robbers , u We 
the Sons of Violence ſhould at all proſper? Bulls G 
yet we areas well aſſured, that Righteouſneſs ai bons 
Judgment are the Habitation of His Seat : 1 se 
upon that ground we hope, and firmly belie over, 
that He will ſometime, even in this World, M ttice, 
markably Avenge Himſelf upon Fal ſhood ue H 
Wrong, and the deliberate Breach of Publiqq % 15. 
Faith. I ſhall conclude theſe general Hints wir Dut 
az. Our Deborah's Apoſtrophe, Hear, O ye KingWs of ei 
Gzve ear, O ye Princes. It is ſuppoſed by ſonormal;; 
Commentatours , that She addrefles, in ti Thus, 
Figure, to ſome Foreign Princes, who laid th4 = 
Heads, and Counſels together, for the Here; 
ſtruction of 1ſrae/ ; as if She had ſaid, Talk Wks of 
more proudly and preſumptuouſly, as if the Sep, , 
ceſs of your Arms, depended upon your Nu, 2:4 
bers, or the Extent of your Empire; but Wer; 
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1 cioufly conſider the unexpected good Iſſue of our 

little Hoſt, our Ten Thouſand, What Gop has 

it laſt Done for us, and that He Knows beſt, 

when tis moſt Seaſonable to Avenge His People. 

1M Thus have we in general pointed at the Autho- 

iy +, and the Occaſion upon, which we are Aſ- 

(M:mbled together: twill be now time to conſider 

or Buſineſs: in this Holy Place, and upon this 

lemn Day. Tis to Praiſe the Lord, 'tis to 

5 Mcompaſs Him about with Songs of Thankſgiy- 

Mg, as He has done Us, on every fide, with the 

ant cahons of them. . | 25 hp 
We Praiſe God, when we ſet forth any One of : 

is Glorious Attributes; but we give Him n 

banks , chiefly at leaſt, for his Mercy: We 

% God, when. we celebrate His Almighty 

wer, His unbounded Knowledge, infinite 

Itice, &c. But when we Thank Him, tis be- 

uſe He hath dealt Graciou/ly and Lovingly 

th us. We are not to ſeparate theſe Two in 

rDuty here, tho' for our better Comprehend- 

gof em, we conſider them under their diſtinct 

Imalities. | 

Thus, for Example, They that go down to the 

am Ships, and occupy their bu/ineſs in great 

ers; theſe Men, ſays the Plalmiſt , ſee the po, .c, 

W's of the Lord, and His Wonders in the 

ep, when at his Voice the flormy wind ari- 

h and lifteth up the waves thereof, when the 

ners reel to and fro, Hagger like drunken 

' EZ YE Men, 


EST 3 
Men, and are at their Wits end ; Even Then, 1. 
midſt theſe diſmal Appearances, have they rea. 
ſon to Praiſe the LORD, to Admire and Cele. 
brate the Effects of His great and wonderful 
Power. | 
But when, in undeſerved Mercy, He bring 
them, and their Effects unto the Haven whey, 
they would be, and vouchſafes ein Eaſe and Reſi 
from theſe dangerous Toils and Labour ; ther 
is the very point of time, when their Yotny 
and Euchari/{ick Tables are Solemnly to be hung 
up: when Thankſgiving is to take place of Ad 
ration and Praiſe, and the Redeem'd of th 
LoRD are to declare, after the moſt Thankfu 
Manner, the Yonders of Mercy, that He bu 
done for the Children of Men. ; 
The Exerciſe and Employment of the Blefle 
Above does, as far as we know of it, me 
chiefly confiſt in Extolling and Magnifying ii 
Majeſty of GOD. To Thee Cherubin and Sr 
phin continually do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy Lug 
God of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are full 
the Maße ſiy of thy Glory, are the Words 
that Divine Hymn, which we Daily recit 
agreeable to the Language of the inſpired F 
phet. //a. 6. 3. 
We are not well aware, what a Great Honoul 
done us, when the Members of the Church Mi 
tant are call'd upon, to join in a Service commun tha 
with that of the Triumphant. But we * "ty of 


1131 

\ Mnfible, that we are not yet abſtracted enough for 
a. ore Praiſe, and Adoration. In the State we 
e. e, we are better prepared for Thank/givines ; 

u ccauſe the Formal Publick Occaſions of theſe, 
re Motives of a ſenſible Nature, and ſuch as 
jc, to our Comfort, do literally feel. 101 

All the Parts of the Creation are indeed capable 

H Praiſing Gob, in ſome Senſe, and accordingly 
e call d upon, for that end, by the Pſalmiſt. He 
ddrefſes the Meteors, Suu and Hail, Wind and ph. . 
om. He beſpeaks the Animal World, even - 
the loweſt and meaneſt Parts of it, Reptiles, 
d Inſects. BeaSs and all Cattle, Worms, and 
uthered Fowls. Nor muſt the Vegetables be 
xempted from their Share in this common and 
myerſal Praiſe; Fruizful Trees and all Cedars. 
tele Praiſe GOD only paſſively, ſubjectively, 
r occaſionally ; in as much as they adminiſter 
atter to Others, to declare the Greatneſs of 
Weir Maker, and the wonderful Acts of His 
over. Man is in the loweft Order of Immor- 
Spirits, that can diſcharge this great Duty 
Kube y, and with Reflection upon what He is 
it ing. But let him do to the utmoſt of his Power 
ein, nay, if he could come up to the Zeal 
d Ardour of the Seraphim, yet were it not 
ible to add any thing to the Eſſential Glory 
op hereby. No, Praifing GoD cannot. 
an that. He would indeed do the Part and 


ty of a dependent Creature, in ſetting 97 
1 the 


[14 ] 

the Praiſes of his Creator; but he would alſo d 
himſelf, at the ſame time the greateſt Honout 
that a Creature is capable of. 
There is undoubtedly a Diſtinction betwix 
Praiſe and Thankſgiving, ſtrictly conſider d. By 
when we are ſaid to Praiſe Go p peculiarly fi 
His Goodneſs and Mercy, as is the End and De 
ſign of this our ſolemn Meeting, then there ca 
be no room for ſeparating the one in Fact frog 
the other; but Praiſe is Giving of Thanks, an 
Giving of Thanks is Praiſing. | 
From henceforth then we will confider then 
as one, and the ſame. But what is required t 
make our Thankſgiving, or Praiſe, accepted 
Go p, or to make Him delight in this our Con 
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memeration of his Goodneſs ? al E 
We muſt have Thankful Hearts , T hank: upc 
Toneues, and lead alſo ' Thankful Lives. Tu Argus 


Gratitude is Founded in the One, - Declared b 


Soliti 
the Other, and Demonſtrated, beyond all Excef | 


UCErNS 
tion, by the Third. To Praiſe Go D. withs bur Ot 
Lips, when our Hearts are far from Him, we and 
be an Abomination, inſtead of an Euchariſtih moz 


Sacrifice; and indeed to Praiſe Him with bot 
but 7 ran/iently, ſo as to celebrate his lovin 
Kindneſs with ſome Devotion, for the Timee 
Joined for it; and then, when the Solemnity 
oyer, to live as a People that had never Taste 
at leaſt no longer remember d how Gracioust 
Lo R D has been, this alſo muſt make Him abh 
our molt ſolemn Feſtiyals. +. 


* are | 
ppineſ: 
llnent 
here 

Bleſſi 1 
ture | 
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When Bleſſings are of a private Nature, and 
ect us in our Independent, Individual State, it 
nay ſu flice then to Adore the Author and Do- 
or of tllem,, inwardly and ſecretly in our 
reaſts. The pions Ejaculations of a grateful 
art,. will be as well accepted hy him that /ees 

Private, as the loudeſt Anthems of Vocal 
miſe. Audible Thankſgivings, if they were al- 
js proper for private Perſons, yet may upon 
any Occaſions be obſtructed; but no external 
orce or Violence, can put a Stop to the inward 
zultations of a Soul truly touched with a ſenſe 
Gop's'Mercies: A grateful Heart therefore 
this Caſe may be enough. 4 
But when we Aſſemble to Praiſe Go p for Na- 
nal Bleſſings, as is our Caſe, then are we to 


5/k upon our-ſelves in another Capacity. Tis 
Ii Argument of a narrow Mind, fitted rather 
d Solitude than Society, to think that nothing 
ce erns us, but what immediately touches us 


wr Oeconomical, or Family-Relation. No, 
elland under an higher Obligation, to which. 
le more private regards ought to be poſtponed. 
" are Parts of a Nation, and (to our great 
vineſs) Subjects of the beſt-conſtituted Go- 
e coinent in the World, and as ſuch we are 
it) WW here to Praiſe and Magnify Go p, for his 
1510S Bleſſings upon it, and the happy Preſages of 
- J ture greater Eſtabliſhment thereby. 
he 


Con-- 


/ 
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Conſider d as ſuch, a S/en?-Meeting would hMedg 
Impoſſible; at leaſt, as that Word may import ti 
Abſurd. We are therefore, to the Thankfulneſ Lore 
of our Hearts, to add the Gratitude of our Lip ng. 
and with one Mind, and one Mouth, to Pra. gon. 
Go in this Great Congregation. Here a ſecu hen 
Revolving, of what God has done for us, withihc T 
Our-ſelves, will not amount to a-Commen(W for 
ration; but we muſt Proclaim the Matter mes 
our Thankſeiwings, and make it as Uniyerk 
as the Reaſons of them are Extenſive. 
How could National Mercies be Remember 
as they ought to be, if they were not thus tnt 
mitted to Poſterity, by Publick Authority, | 
the Inſtruction of ſucceeding Times. The 4 
of eyery individual Perſon 1s but ſhort, and! 
Remembrance of Gop's Mercies, tis to be feu eratic 
is much ſhorter ; but when the wonderful 
terpoſitions of Providence ſhall be ſolemnly ¶ oſbe 
corded, it at Once ſhews, a great Regard fort 


Honour of Gop, the Care of Poſterity, t Nit pro 
the Children which are yet unborn, may, in! thus 
time alſo, Praiſe the Lord,; and is an Argum te pe. 
of the Reality and Truth of the marvel9uty 
Acts, beyond what the Teſtimony of any pri Venge 


Relators could poſſibly amount to. it ſhe 

Laſtly, That which evidences the Since 
of our Thankfaulneſs, is the Sanctity of 
Lives: This is indeed an Argument dn ule and 
4 Poſteriori, or the Effect; but limited in 1 publiſ 


E T7 ] 
Micdg, as we are, we have no other way of coming 
the Hearts and Intentions of Man. Our 
F | jt s Aphoriſm encourages this way of Reaſon- 
s The Tree, ſays He, is Known by its Fruit, „ 
if 2 Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit. Where 
en we find corrupted Fruit, we may conclude 
ie Tree, that bears it, not to be good. And thus, 
for the future, we do not lead Lives as be- 
mes a People, for whom the Lord has done ſo 
teat Things, all our Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
il be but empty Noiſe, a meer Form of Codli- 
t at the beſt, without the leaſt degree of the 
naifying Power of it. 
Whoſoever then preſents himſelf here, this 
Joy, before Go p, and does not actually Reſolve 
le in Obedience to His Laws, upon the Con- 
kration of theſe His Mercies, does but mock 
s Maker in this ſolemn Aſſembly. I fay, 
hofſoever does not reſolve actually to do this; 
Ir to Reſolve againſt it, is what, I think, the 
ſt profligate amongſt us cannot be guilty of; 
thus to affront God, in the Place of His 
un peculiar and ſpecial Preſence, were an 
yell auity to be puniſhed by the immediate Stroke 
Vengeance, at leaſt there is juſt Reaſon to 
it ſhould be ſo. 
cel Let us recollect, once more with Our: felves, 
of Wt we are Doing, when we come together to 
are and Magnify G0 p. Is it not to declare, 
1 3 His loving Kindneſſes to us, and our 
C own 


8] 
own unfeigned Acknowledgments of them? Thiſlunes 
is all we can do, for (as you have heard) Nothin; — 
of Glory can be added by us to Him, who! 
Eſſentially c/ozhed with MajeSty and Hon - 
And what way can we ſo effectually demonſtniſ e 11 
our Sincerity, in the Diſcharge of this Duty, es ha 
by Holineſs of Life? For herein we endeayoiid, u 
to be like unto.GoD, and thereby tis eviden to 

* that we truly Own Him to be, What we M to 
nify Him for: becauſe No- body imitates ey, 
ther, but for what he conceives Valuable 1 7.14 
Excellent in him. ion © 

Give me leave here to fay, * our own way und 
Expreſſing, no One Chriſtian Grace does bring 
ſo near to the Likeneſs of Go p, (I ſpeak it v 
great Deference to His Infinite Diſtance fri 
us) as Charity and Beneficence; and here a 1 
proper Occaſion is afforded us, for the Exerc 
of it. For ſince the Almighty has admini 
plentiful Matter, for our whole Nation to 5 
Joyce upon, tis great Pity, that any One [ho 


r 
be ſhut out from bearing his part in it — 
Pity, but the Diſtreſſed, and thoſe that are tt be 
Bonds, ſhould feel the Comfort of this Publi 5 but 
Exultation. I venture to put you in Renn Na 
brance, tho you well Anow theſe Things, "Wea Chi 

Vour Rejoycings may be truly Chriſtian. to own 


Twas an Injunction upon God's once P*Wee, fe 
liar People, the Jews, to pay ſome Tribute 


an Acknowledgment , that their Lives and“ tical R 
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nes were in the Hand of Go 5 and that they 
oended upon Him, for the Preſervation of 
em. The Book of Exodus acquaints us with the * ;o 
umm, the Reaſon upon which twas paid, and 
te Uſes to which it was employ d. The Summ 
s half a Shekel; the End for which it was 
nd, was for the Redemption of their Lives ; v 
to make an Atonement for their Souls, The 
e to which this Atonement , or Redemption- 
bmey, was to be put, was for the Service of 
Tabernacle of the Congregation ; the Appli-. vs. 
on of it, to the Purpoſes of Religion, is a 
dund why tis call d, An Offering to the Lord. «. n. 
like manner, under the Goſpel, or Chriſtian 
", whatſoever is done by us, toward the Re- 
| of Our, and His neceſſitous Brethren, is ut 25. 
kd upon, by our Common LorD and* 
ter, as Offer d, or Done directly and imme- 
dy to Himſelf. 1201 . 11 -I 
hat Duty, or Tax, was peculiar to the Men 
jewry ; but the Doctrine is more Extenſive, 
reaches to the Chriſtian alſo. The Summ 
git be of Temporary, or Ceremonial Inſtitu - 

, but the Inſtruction couch'd under it, is of a 
ral Nature, and to laſt as long, as Go D ſhall 
a Church and People upon Earth; to teach 

to on our Dependance upon GO D's Pro- 
nee, for our Lives and Beings} and the Suc- 
ef all our Actions, both in our Private and 
tical Relations. He alone is to be Acknow- 

| C 2 ledg d, 
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ledg'd, Magnify'd and Ador'd, as the Primary 
Efficient of all the Good that happens tous, tho 
(as has been ſaid) a juſt Regard and Value ought 
to be had, for the Inſtrumental Cauſes of it. 

I ſhall ſhut up all with ſome few brief Exhor 
tations to Our: ſelves. | I cnt 
We then, who believe our Dependance up 


our 
For, 
wher 
give! 
whoſ 
will b 
uſt C 


 Gop, and acknowledg His Superintendence oveM lt 1 
all our Affairs, ought to take care, that in all Metro 
them, we commit Our-ſelves to His ProyidendWMur L. 
and Protection. How excellent is thy LounWihin 
Kindneſs, O God! Therefore ſhall the Sons Widenc 

9-36. 7- Men put their Truſt under the Shadow of fined 
Wings, ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt. So the Devo» the 

6.238. Patriarch commits himſelf to God's Protect Narbe, 
in his Journey to Sria, by Prayer and a V0 Goa 

This is the way to engage GoD's watchful Eis Se. 


over us, and our Concerns, when we comm 
Our-ſelves, as we ought, to Him. So the Pat he 

miſt Experimentally. Thou, Lord, haſt nei 
Failed them that put their Truſt in Thee. 
We, who have had ſuch late Signal Experient 

of GoD's Goodneſs. to us, in ſuch a wonder! 
Series of Succeſs upon our Affairs, in ſo ſh( 

a time, that no living Memory can produce i 

like. We, I ſay, have very great. Reaſon {Wice 07 
commit ' Qur-ſelves to His Protection; bu 
muſt add, that it muſt be in the way of His Ways. 3 

ru. tection too, it muſt be, as the Apoſtle ſpeał res, to 
Mell dbing. It will not be enough for us, rr. fely. 


f up, unconditionately to 
give Succeſs to a Righteous Cauſe, be the People, 
whoſe. that Cauſe is, what they will; but He 
vill be ſure to be Favourable and Gracious to the 
ult Cauſe of a Righteous People. 
It is our Intereſt therefore, as we tender God's 


atronage over us, to employ the Reſidue of 
ur Lives to His Service, 


uhing a Manner, manife 
dence over us. J, God, ſ⸗ 
toned Patriarch, 2vill be aw; 


the way, &c. 85 that I come again to my 
Father's houſe in peace, 


then Shall the Lord be 
Co. Then will 1 devote m 


de too much to him, 
Ic Dignified him. 

We, Laſtly, Who are met here, to Praiſc 
0D for the Signal Interpoſitions of His Provi- 
ce on our Behalf, ought to do it with the 
rateſt Humility, and lowlineſs of Mind, which 
Ways accompany true Gratitude, from Crea- 
des to their Creator. We ought to look upon 
Ur. „(as in Truth we are) Unworthy oß 


the 
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the leaſt of God's Mercies, and this will teach Nrha 
us to Magnify His Goodneſs, for whatever He W ri 
pleaſes to beſtow upon us; and not to eſteem 
any thing little, or ſmall, in Preſerving Pro. 
vidence. 1128 | 

Let our Adverſaries then diminiſh, as much as 
they pleaſe, the Mercies of this Day (one thing 
is, They that are taught to Believe againſt thei 
Senſes, may of Themſelves learn to ſpea 
againſt their Conſciences) let them, I ſay, make 
as little of it as they can, All the Anſwer wenee 
return at preſent is, That we have far mor 
than we deſerved, and much beyond what w. 
could hope for; and this is Reaſon abundant 
to keep God's great Goodneſs to us in Everla/iin 
Remembrance. _ 
As to Qur-ſelyes, let us labour to walk wor 
thy of the great Bleſſings we have already re 
ceiv'd, and we need not doubt, but God will,! 
his due time, compleat what is ftill behind. Le 
our Thankfulneſs be Sincere, and our Zeal tc 
the Common Cauſe, and the Intereſts of our Ri 
ligion, Hearty and without Hypocriſy. Let 
all, with one Mind, beſeech God, That He wou 
accompliſh, and perfect what has been hither! 
ſo Gloriouſly carried on for us: That in ord 
thereto, He would give Her Majeſty a long, al 
an happy Reign over us, That He would preſe 
the Lite of His Royal Highneſs, which He 


in great Goodneſs, as it were, reſtor'd my 
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each That He would - . 
r He Faithfulneſs, — 7 


mn 
— to their mutual Comfurs? 
ro- 


ch as 
hing 
he! 
Pca 
nale 
need 
nore 
C We 
ant 


thfulne/s, that 
their mutual Comfor 


of theſe Kingdoms, through the M 
5 Chriſt our Saviour. 


[0 Whom With the Father, and the 

be aſcrib'd, as is mo? due 
Glory, Power and Praiſe 
ever. Amen. 


Holy Spirit, 
» all Honour, 
» NOW and for 
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